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Early Years and Starting School Champions

Home Learning Education programme

Summary

We have a new project which will include the recruitment of early years and starting school
champions. Their role is to provide dedicated support to families with children aged 3 to 4-
years-old, before they start school.

Starting school community-based support

Champions will be active in the community to:

e promote Journey to Reception information through community groups and our early
years sectors

e promote the Family Hubs and Best Start in Life work in the community

e share the foundation skills that children should be achieving and how to help them at
home

o offer a telephone service to provide advice and guidance to families

e be available in the family hubs for ‘Starting School’ drop-in sessions for parent/carers
to gain advice and guidance on school applications, finding catchment areas or general
child development support, including referring families for the targeted home learning
programme

e support our early years practitioners to become qualified and highly skilled Level 3
parent tutors who can provide parenting Stay & Play sessions or enhanced parent
support in their settings/community including ELKLAN programmes such as:
- Let's Read
- Let’'s Count
- Let’s Talk.

How can you help

We are keen to promote this time-limited offer to families and would appreciate you
sharing the publicity. There is Journey to Reception poster with a QR code for parents to
complete a simple form to self-refer for a callback service from a champion who will then
identify support available. You can download the poster from the Under 5s transition to
nursery or school page.
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Targeted home learning visits
Parents can receive home visits from a champion who will:
e Help parents support their child’s development before school starts.

e Offer a series of home visits where they will model learning activities, leaving
resources for the family to continue in between visits.

e Offer advice and guidance on routines and how to develop independence skills

e Support parents to access other services required e.g. Speech and language or
Family Hubs or model and implement the advice provided.

Criteria for targeted home visits
Children may be eligible if they:

e are not attending any early years provision

e were previously entitled to 2-year-old early learning funding but did not take it up

e are a Child Looked After or are known to children’s services

e are entitled to Early Years Pupil Premium

e are identified by a professional as needing support before starting school

e do not have complex SEND needs (please continue with Portage referrals where
appropriate for this).

Referrals

e Professionals can complete an online referral:
Professional referral for Best Start in Life Home Learning Education programme for

Reading
e Parents can self-refer via the Journey to Reception page and directly via the call-
back request form.

Please note that home visits will not begin until staff have been recruited into the
Champion roles (expected by the end of April 2026). In the meantime, parents will
receive a phone call or email to let them know that they will be contacted in due
course.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&token=618d0a6efbb84fb38473c64000e7deda&id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUODhXUVVFUDg2NTBCUlA0VFFVNEVLRVdLTC4u&topview=Preview
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&token=618d0a6efbb84fb38473c64000e7deda&id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUODhXUVVFUDg2NTBCUlA0VFFVNEVLRVdLTC4u&topview=Preview
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/under-5/3-4-year-olds/journey-to-reception/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUN0lBUUxZMVBEVFhSWTM1RDU2TVBMNkkxUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUN0lBUUxZMVBEVFhSWTM1RDU2TVBMNkkxUy4u
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