
Early Years, SEND and Childcare Briefing 
23 January 2026 

Dear Provider,   
 
This briefing includes a Safeguarding audit reminder, DfE apprenticeship case study 
request, SEND advisory support update and a link to join a Best Start in Life network 
session. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
Multi disciplinary working 
Research in practice have produced a briefing based on the national evaluation of A 
Better Start that was a project focusing on supporting families with babies and young 
children through local partnerships in five areas across England, the briefing: 
Effective support for families is vital in improving child development and outcomes. 

Safeguarding Audit 

Gentle reminder - Please remember to complete your safeguarding audit by 31 
January. If you cannot find the original e-mail links can be requested from 
Deborah.wood@reading.gov.uk  
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

• Designated Safeguarding Lead – New to the role - £33pp 

3 February, 9.30am-3.30pm, Civic Offices 

Email Learning@reading.gov.uk to book 

• Universal Safeguarding Children – FREE 

11 February, 9.30am-12.30pm & 6.30-9.30pm, Civic Offices 

Email or register via the SLA to book 

 

 

Leadership 
 
Take energy action 
Designed by sustainability and education specialists, this course breaks energy 
action into five bite-sized, actionable steps. It will help you: 

• understand why energy matters 

• understand the energy saving journey 

• identify energy hotspots 

• build a culture of good energy habits 

• explore the switch to renewable energy 

Sign up here 
 
Fund your 2026 Projects 
New year, new opportunities! If you have an idea for a sustainability project, January 
is a great time to look for new funding. Here are some that are open right now: 

• National Lottery Awards for All England – Environment (UK) - Grants of up to 

£20,000 to support local climate action. Deadline: Ongoing, Apply at least 16 

weeks before your project starts 

https://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/19XfG04enkU2BIE6boHZrCzIY9Bd
mailto:Deborah.wood@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Learning@reading.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
https://dfe-sustainability-145091825.hubspotpagebuilder.eu/sign-up-to-take-energy-action?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nLyzkfWcXZfZ-Pqp-7G1GcCxvmTR061v0ygYlZaqdaOLcHz4qMcwcQmmD_l69-ZMlNBzgGlQelfBDa2tzxYvJ6o0dQO_x9RubMMcu8AaBRfIbVgPUkf-uCe_7WfAZRhgNkbhn&_hsmi=126395774&utm_content=126395774&utm_source=hs_email
https://dk3r7g04.eu1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RM+113/dk3r7G04/VW5ZyX2wd3XYW3qLWqt8LZXl8V3Z50p5JtW3tMfRfkn5kBVzW69t95C6lZ3pbW69TCMX1LHhMnW3LYT4x61yz6MW2JkDkR49D3cnW7z6chH3PhZ5qW91mr8z409hx9W51RYq07yVNWrW3LQ24w8zXRKVW34pgYR1XnYBdW2Qgg2v9cbd5QW6Z4zmj5ylQQRW7GLSL964t0ztW12b7RT25Z3q5W6N2rwR2drxMzN2pHP9Xg72GcN82Dd91gVY5WW44FML14hTNDsMPCH7m8hF2RW2F0gkg1ryjVDW3TpHKj1XLyg9W5cDTcN5r5VhQW3pv-3m59LnQHN6JmpDjPVL_xW2qgTmZ4NZJ6mW1qHGfD38JqZqW5ftBqg4FqfDtN7s92BTBWSB4W3jjhKj92xdDZW69dRFr8JzYs4N72Sw_gWdcGWN88LsFrFKDWCVgk2wx1PBkfFW2dkDWt3z31FTN4GWsfdBHwSkVpDtyw8qrJdNW36vDdc6prLG4W5gCKs47s7hywf1Kh-z-04


• The Movement Fund (England) - Grants of up to £15,000 available to help 

sports clubs become more environmentally friendly. Deadline: Ongoing 

 
For more help funding your sustainability projects: 

• Find funding opportunities 

• Find resources that help you complete funding applications 

• See guidance to apply for funding opportunities 

 

Local School Nature Grants 
Click here for information on the Local School Nature Grants Programme and how to 
apply. 
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

• Designated Safeguarding Leads and Officer Network - FREE 

4 February, 1-2.30pm, Teams 

Email or register via the SLA to book 

• All Childminder Network – FREE 

5 February, 6.30-8pm, Civic Offices 

Email or register via the SLA to book 

 

 

EYFS and Beyond 
 
National Apprenticeship Week 2026 - DfE case study request 
As part of the Do Something Big campaign the DfE are looking for early years 
apprentices who would be willing to share their experiences as part of National 
Apprenticeship Week 2026. They are keen to showcase stories that highlight how 
great the early years apprenticeship route is. 
Alongside this, they would also welcome introductions to non-apprentice early years 
professionals across all roles and levels of experience. The DfE are keen to build a 
bank of case studies of people who are willing to support the campaign by sharing 
their career journeys. There are different ways to get involved – from media 
interviews and social media content to simply providing a quote, and these 
opportunities come up throughout the year, so it would be really helpful to have 
individuals in mind as and when they arise. 
They are also keen to hear from practitioners working in local, independent settings, 
including smaller providers and childminders, as well as those in larger 
organisations. 
Interested apprentices and wider staff can complete the short case study form 
(attached), or are welcome to contact Luke Prescott, Early years & childcare 
workforce recruitment, T: 07741354364 | E: luke.prescott@education.gov.uk directly. 
 
SENCO Coffee Morning – change of date 
The team have realised that the SENCO coffee morning has been arranged for 31 
March which falls during the Easter holidays. We are currently looking at a new date 
and will notify you all of this when we have it. 
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

• Monthly Group Discussions – Can I Play Now? – FREE 

https://dk3r7g04.eu1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RM+113/dk3r7G04/VW5ZyX2wd3XYW3qLWqt8LZXl8V3Z50p5JtW3tMfRfjP5kBVzW50kH_H6lZ3l9W9gw2vr9hJNZZW21Vk8c3H2bpkW7xjwNv8Tsx2BF4P8CYxsn3_W1tHPJs6y66bVN6LdYshHZspCW1Y7S544Gc1LYMhMK3GtZNnXN7vWk83pZXXlW6Gghh933bGpQN6HH7H0yPqGnW79Zrgm5G4B-VW2hf_gt2xZPLDW91Lhs64JLz1BV1RBv-67BHvLW3ncmfH7BHmPNVyStSQ1FDDZwW5pWsmN8zTsrqW95cKls2zpvlNW70Wwz76ZGH47W8jGKXj2n44rLW4SKSSl4K8VfgW7rw7mX4tdrJcW1qW1KT84nL1qW5lnC9N3qlSXKW2t2HSb4gV6sYW2Sphbf7zJ8B7W32lk5n1FcWLQW1f04pk7Lpsg1W5x3NGQ6x0qlDW8qqfvz7RzfRwW2Ph7LR5xTVxXf55tvLq04
https://dk3r7g04.eu1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RM+113/dk3r7G04/VW5ZyX2wd3XYW3qLWqt8LZXl8V3Z50p5JtW3tMfRfkn5kBVzW69t95C6lZ3nDW1Vk5zh2M0BCqW85JfjS1J2khRVdCtlY5qVs1dW7J10qX13qbbKW6V7Wsd2MrsxpW4B_xQ51Fq-2cW4Vqqcf4Xy0dBW3z-XPZ2S7gc9W7cJ64b5CkFVCW6f4Qw45L_cs5W7KNCN43KNPLNW7mSLjJ67ZpXDVYMYh78H1CSbW7ThJc75W76HWV92BYn3CwZcJW8HyfWr1kPLbfW5C_KlY81KC_kW2qLvFm1q0hZ2N2nFqwq5Gqj3W2knrpb6km-L5W6tS9Zx5r9jcNW7sGWfj5x2XJkW5xpgRV69KZMhW2MZnG5772WNjW7Km_XG4YR6dlW2JhzTD3mmbc3W8kzjNg5RJZtWW3Gt0Mp1q-QGDN1gs9__hCLG-W814rJq8n3PqPW5YFVt97xB8LNW4nd5jh2fjlGjV4mrK57XkWnZW6XwQ2d4nJ-_9W953GRb85XQgpW4QcrwP9hnNwmf436dxM04
https://dk3r7g04.eu1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RM+113/dk3r7G04/VW5ZyX2wd3XYW3qLWqt8LZXl8V3Z50p5JtW3tMfRfk45kBVzW5BWr2F6lZ3q2W3s-wRd30bqDBW6kbnY-3Sh6vLW2vfCxB8zNPVBW4wk81T7fFV9wW7Hr_hf14Fk96N6JBMJG862WWW7sDbDs4MBrDvW3tRTY82jPMFQW2f9dv93k27-PW17vJjr8h6BdSW47CjVD90FnsnN1mCvgS-9nPZW3J1dhF4qR_jmW2P2Kcx13t1t5W6SwHm_14dS-8W3DRPLB8m1cHLW26BDbL53WnjxVvXD2T4Rwk5WW4lsT0-4p3fZpV9dNhB7R2sMrVYx4Wn8yQldZW1vwF7t28TMVcW6jwF-35vLrgQW263_z022-TlxW2cfL646VMxV9W5sTdSP1_qkJ_VsZBBF6DXJcvN3tPtwCz3ZtbW2xfK3K4H-lRDVL_dk72cspMnW2Dcf2_8n_zS7W6cw0kb3VpdxqW8KXVvl1_fB5xW6fhyg14yy9HWf8HGzwg04
https://dk3r7g04.eu1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/RM+113/dk3r7G04/VW5ZyX2wd3XYW3qLWqt8LZXl8V3Z50p5JtW3tMfRfjP5kBVzW50kH_H6lZ3q1W4s0z5-30cSbmN30XH-2GzhCPW26ZwCt2xm4t4W4k9L5l5BrFNcW4pKpMN1XtcDFVjPrPj2RQXj_W8z_1Bt14JDp7W5HP7xN2LfDhBW5NGTVF926Xl4W21H2Ht6pPVY6W4m3FSk764bDYVD51-Y2_PhPGVLG-r88M-HS3N4cVwqNLj5YjW4SzWW-5s2HDvVzfv8s2DtJldW2cmXqk5gQBC_W5PJxFy75T767W7mNk7C5_Kx59VB1r8y4b2BypW1lrTjh3DkBVSW1WRJDN8dCLzYW45bFhG5vP-xFW621nDX5Lg2stW2bPqjX5zwlYSW2Nhb0W62vg7QW2p05xV75z86kW6kKzgX96F7-yW1NhMfb77JCvmW3nzrLM1-TfqhN2YJDjqQQ_DZW6pcK-L6nC2zFf5pwwwb04
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/local-school-nature-grants/#key-information
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:luke.prescott@education.gov.uk


10 February, 2-3pm, Teams 

Email or register via the SLA to book 

• Sensory Processing & Hand Massage Workshop - £30pp 

10 February, 12.30-4pm, Civic Offices 

Email to book 

• Wraparound Childcare Providers: Business Planning for Success 

Introductory Session 2: 24 February, 9.30-11.30am, Teams 

Click here to register 

 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

• Therapeutic Thinking – Early Years Module with Philippa Garn  

(£33pp non-attendance fee applies) 

2 February, 9.30am-2.30pm, Teams 

 

Specialist Advisory Support  

Early Years and Childcare Advisory Support 

Childminders, daycare, sessional and wraparound and holiday providers are invited 
to request time with a member of the Early Years and Childcare team for advisory 
support between agreed partnership visits. These sessions are also available to 
book for advice on the new invoices/receipts and website FIS changes from January. 
 

SALT Surgery 

SALT Surgeries are held on the third Thursday of the month. Book a slot 

SEND Advisory Support 

Please note we will no longer be running the SEND surgery contact days on 
Tuesdays. Instead, we will be offering a call back service which is flexible throughout 
the week. Please use this form to request an EY SEND advisory Surgery slot where 
a member of the team will contact you to arrange a phone call/TEAMs call.  
 
Please use the earlyyearsSEND@reading.gov.uk email address for any general 
queries and a member of the team will get back to you.  
 
If you need to contact your EY SEND advisor or Senior EY SEND Advisor about a 
specific allocated child or project please contact them on:  
 

• Angela.Smith@reading.gov.uk  

• Samantha.Smith@reading.gov.uk  

• Suraksha.Sawant@reading.gov.uk  

• Joanna.Binks@reading.gov.uk  

• Aimee.Trimmer@reading.gov.uk  

 
Please see attached information about all the different ways you can receive support 
from the EY SEND Advisory service.  

mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://training.familiesfirst.org.uk/registration-for-business-support-sessions-2/
https://forms.office.com/e/enS3HKekNY
https://outlook.office365.com/book/EYSALTSurgery@reading.gov.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUNzRRSTg4MFZLV0dSTDZNNDRCSTBBVjRDSS4u&route=shorturl
mailto:earlyyearsSEND@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Angela.Smith@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Samantha.Smith@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Suraksha.Sawant@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Joanna.Binks@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Aimee.Trimmer@reading.gov.uk


 

Local News 

Rabbit on the Run – Reading Rep Theatre 
Rabbit on the Run is a joyful, imaginative live theatre experience, filled with 
storytelling, music and playful audience interaction. It’s designed as a first theatre 
experience and is ideal for families with young children.  
 
What could it be?! Coming soon a FREE performance for 3 - 6-year-old children from 
Reading Rep Theatre in our libraries All libraries - Reading Borough Council Call to 
book your tickets  
Monday 2 February 10:30am Tilehurst Library - 0118 9375112 
Tuesday 3 February 10:30am Palmer Park Library - 0118 9375106 
Friday 6 February 10:30am Battle Library - 0118 9375100 
Saturday 7 February 10:30am Southcote Library - 0118 9375109 
Thursday 12 February 10:30am Whitley library - 0118 9375115 
Thursday 12 February 1:30pm Caversham Library - 0118 9375103 
Friday 13 February 10:30am Central Library - 0118 9375950 

Children’s Centres activities timetables 
Reading Children’s Centres welcome all families and provide a wide range of 
services to give children the best start in life. The timetables of activities taking place 
during the spring is now available and can be shared with your families.  
 
Training 

Under 5’s and Childcare Training Offer Spring term 2026 

The CPD training offer from the Early Years, SEND and Childcare team for the 
Spring term is now available on our website.  
 

Best Start in Life  

Network session invite 

Please see invite to a network session to launch proposal planning for projects that 
Early Years and Childcare will be leading on to support the Best Start in Life Strategy 
which includes a specific Home Learning Education initiative. We would welcome a 
multi-agency oversight and representatives to join us on this working party group that 
will meet regularly to review and shape the project.  
 
On Wednesday 4 February 2026 at 4pm we have an information sharing session 
about the project. Use this link to join:  
 
 

Compliments/Celebrations 

Your contributions 

Is there something you are particularly proud of that has been achieved by staff or 
the children in your setting? Do you have a team member that is celebrating long 
service or achieved a new qualification that deserves a shout out? Please share 
these with us so that we can share your news with the sector!!  

https://www.readingrep.com/whats-on/rabbit-on-the-run/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/all-libraries/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/under-5/childrens-centres/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Training-Programme-Spring-2026.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/36954929666345?p=Mew1EJHrUC1slWajrZ


Email: earlyyears@reading.gov.uk.  
 
Previous updates can be found on our website. 
 
 
Kind regards 
  
Early Years, Childcare and SEND Team | Directorate of Children’s Services  
  
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Bridge Street 
Reading 
RG1 2LU 
  
earlyyears@reading.gov.uk 
  
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn 
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https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-services/
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