
Early Years, SEND and Childcare Briefing 
9 October 

Dear Provider,   
This briefing has details of the Virtual School training offer, Prevent risk 
assessments, funding code information and October half term activities. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
Martyns Law Update 
The Home Office has released a short video designed to educate viewers on the 
scope and requirements of the new Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act, known 
as Martyn’s Law. Watch the new explainer video here. 

Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) Bereavement Pack 
A practical guide for dealing with the sudden or traumatic death of a child or young 
person for educational settings and early years providers in the Berkshire area has 
been updated with amended links and contact details. Click here to access the 
updated document. 

Prevent Risk Assessment 
The purpose of the risk assessment is to have an awareness and understanding of 
the risk of radicalisation in your area and your provision. The UK threat level has 
been at SUBSTANTIAL (meaning an attack is likely since 9 February 2022. It is 
assessed that an attack would most likely be conducted by a ‘self-initiated terrorist’ 
(S-IT) acting independently of an established terrorist group or organisation. 
Providers should remain vigilant, ensure training is undertaken by all staff and that 
staff understand and report any concerns they may have to the Police at 
www.gov.uk/ACT or call 101. In an emergency where there is immediate risk to life 
or property, always use 999. For further information and training:  
 

• Prevent duty training - GOV.UK 

• Prevent duty guidance: England and Wales (2023) - GOV.UK 

BFfC training and network offer: 

• **Few spaces remaining** Universal Safeguarding Children - FREE 
14 October, 1.30-4.30pm or 6.30-9.30pm (Civic Offices). Book via email or the 
SLA. 

• Designated Safeguarding Lead, New to the role - £33pp 
20 October, 9.30am-3.30pm (Civic Offices). Book via email. 

 

Leadership 
 
Free Breakfast Clubs Programme Early Adopter Newsletter 
The government will be investing a further £80 million into the free breakfast 
clubs programme. This will fund an additional 2,000 schools (on top of existing early 
adopter schools) between April 2026 and March 2027 and with the aim to reach 
around 500,000 more children.  Further information, including specifics on 
eligibility, funding, and expectations for schools will be provided by the DfE later this 
term.  

https://www.protectuk.police.uk/news-views/watch-new-martyns-law-explainer-video?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Campaign+2025_06_20_4
https://www.berkshirewestsafeguardingchildrenpartnership.org.uk/assets/1/cdop_bereavement_pack.pdf?p=1
http://www.gov.uk/ACT
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-duty-training
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-breakfast-clubs-for-half-a-million-extra-children-next-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-breakfast-clubs-for-half-a-million-extra-children-next-year


Early Years funding codes 

Children who are over the age of 9 months old but not yet statutory school age may 
qualify for a Working Parent entitlement of up to 30 hours of funded entitlement a 
week. In order to confirm eligibility parents need to apply for a Working Parent 
Entitlement code from HMRC. The HMRC deadline for receiving a code to be eligible 
to claim this term was 31 August 2025.  
If children have previously claimed a funded place of 15 hours using a Working 
Parent Code they can now use the same code to access up to 30 hours of funding. 
Parents need to reconfirm their entitlement to the funding with HMRC every 3 
months but they do not need to reapply for a new code if they already have one. A 
reminder that children cannot start to access their funding for the first time if they are 
within the grace period of their code. 
 
Age Eligibility Code? Application Hours 

Available 

9 months old Working 
Parent(s) 

Yes HMRC, Gov.uk Up to 30 

2 years old Working 
Parent(s) 

Yes HMRC, Gov.uk Up to 30 

2 years old Low 
income/benefits 

Yes Parent Portal Up to 15 

3 or 4 years 
old 

Working 
Parent(s) 

Yes HMRC, Gov.uk Up to 30 

3 or 4 years 
old 

No criteria No None Up to 15 

 
For any funding questions please email us earlyyears@reading.gov.uk. 
 
 

EYFS and Beyond 
 
A Big Thank You from the Early Years SEND Team! 
We’d like to extend our thanks for your support in implementing the new EYIF model. 
Your efforts in completing the updated paperwork and providing impact and progress 
updates for children who have previously received funding are really appreciated. 

Portage Referrals 

This is a reminder that if you refer a child to Portage through CPSOA that is open 
to Social Care; please email Jessica.Kenward@reading.gov.uk to inform.  

Early Years SEND Forms 

It has been highlighted that the forms on the local offer pages are PDF’s are not 
easy to type into. There are now word document version of the forms available on 
this webpage: Under 5s with SEND - Brighter Futures For Children. Referral 
forms & the monthly multi agency panel forms are also included as attachments 
with this briefing.  

mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Jessica.Kenward@reading.gov.uk
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-with-send/


New EY SEND Monthly Panel 

Please ensure that you are referring any children where you have not yet 
submitted an EHCNA and may not have 2 cycles of evidence to the new monthly 
panel to inform us of children who may need specialist provision at school.  
 
 BFfC training and network offer: 

• Monthly Group Discussions – FREE 
- Supporting childrens development through mealtimes – 12 November, 10-

11am 
Reserve your place by completing the booking form (held on Teams).  

• Inclusive Practice in the Early Years - FREE 
21 October, 9.30am-4pm. Civic Offices. Book via email or the SLA. 
A day workshop giving practitioners the opportunity to explore what inclusive 
practice is in the early years. This workshop includes good autism practise, 
therapeutic approach to SEMH introduction and an introduction to sensory 
needs. Practitioners will take away a variety of ideas to support children and 
develop universal provision. 

• EY SEND Celebration event - FREE 
5 November, 2.30-4.30pm. Civic Offices. Book via email 

• Attention Autism, 2 day course - £150pp 
13 & 14 November, 9.30am-4pm. Civic Offices. Book via email 
This 2-day course introduces to practitioners to the 4 Stage Attention Autism 
programme which is a recommended evidence-based intervention for children 
with special educational needs. The training focuses on the practical aspects 
of intervention, working in a team and offering an irresistible invitation to learn. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
Mental Health First Aid 
With so much change and uncertainty in the world, the need to support everyone’s 
mental health and wellbeing is greater than ever. That’s why our early years and 
childcare community is so powerful. Mental Health First Aiders are crucial to helping 
boost and support wellbeing as we adjust to a changed workplace environment.  
 
Develop your skills to: 

• Spot the signs of a person experiencing poor mental health 

• Have the confidence to start a conversation 

• Signpost to appropriate support 

 
Once trained you are certified for three years and invited to become members of the 
MHFA Association. 
 
Exclusive support and benefits for members include: 

• 24/7 text support service 

• Access to the MHFA England Online Learning Hub 

• First-hand insights 

• Online networking 

• Monthly newsletters 

https://forms.office.com/e/VZSNFCn8Dt
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk


How can I get involved?  
We welcome early years and childcare professionals from all setting types to express 
an interest in training as a Mental Health First Aider.  
 
Please complete this short form by 31 October 2025 to express an interest in 
participation – https://forms.office.com/e/U872jssucC 
 
The EY and CC team will confirm places by 7 November 2025.  
 
When  

- Friday 30 Jan 2026, 9.00am to 5.00pm with comfort breaks  

- Monday 2 February 2026, 9.00am to 5.00pm with comfort breaks  

Where  
The training will be delivered in person at the Civic Offices, Reading by Kate Moxley, 
consultant, author, and trainer.  
 
Cost  
The full cost of the training will be subsided and free to the participant, however non-
attendance will be charged £300pp. 
 
Commitment  
We ask that all participating contribute to developing healthy workspaces across 
Reading by collaborating with the EY and Childcare team to share learning and 
develop resources which support the sector.  You will be required to attend both full 
training days in person and join a MHFA task group (2026-28). Together we can 
transform how we talk about and support mental health. 

Virtual School Designated Teacher Training 

The Virtual School will deliver free training suitable for all settings – details 
attached.  The sessions with Dr Ellie Hayes are designed to be a precursor to the 
virtual reality sessions for providers who are engaging with the core offer for mental 
health and wellbeing.  
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

• Therapeutic Thinking – Wraparound providers - FREE 
21 November, 12.30-2.30pm. Teams 
Philippa from Therapeutic Thinking will deliver virtual training focused on a 
therapeutic approach to behaviours within both Early Years and Wraparound 
settings. The sessions will focus on relationships, trauma, planning for and 
supporting individual children’s needs. 
Book via email or the SLA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/U872jssucC
https://wellnessforall.org.uk/
https://therapeuticthinking.co.uk/about/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/


Specialist Advisory Support  

SEND Advisory Support 

SEND Contact Days: First four Tuesdays of the month 
 
Please use this form to request an EY SEND advisory Surgery for 
support not yet allocated to an Early Years SEND Advisor: 
https://forms.office.com/e/BTrZxDFMck 
This will be reviewed weekly and allocated to the relevant EY 
SEND and/or Senior SEND Advisor.  

Early Years and Childcare Advisory Support 

Childminders, daycare, sessional and wraparound and holiday providers are invited 
to request time with a member of the Early Years and Childcare team for advisory 
support between agreed partnership visits. 
 

Local News 
 

October Half Term Activities in Reading 

The Family Information Service (FIS) have created a page which they will continue to 
update until 31 October. Please use the following link to view Reading 
Directory | Activities in Reading for October Half Term 2025. General Holiday 
Activities can be found on the following search list - Search Results | Reading 
Services Guide 

 

Childcare for parent carers who need information on childcare including holiday 
clubs and childminders for the school holiday can find information 
here  www.readingfis.org/childcare. Please like the FIS Facebook page to be kept 
informed of new events, activities and more. 

 
 

 

Children’s Centres activities timetables 

Reading Children’s Centres welcome all families and provide a wide range of 
services to give children the best start in life. The timetables of activities taking place 
over the summer are now available and can be shared with your families.  
 

 Training 

Under 5’s and Childcare Training Offer Autumn term 2025 

The CPD training offer from the Early Years, SEND and Childcare team for the 
Autumn term is now available on our website: 

• Childminders 

• Wraparound Childcare 

https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-with-send/
https://forms.office.com/e/BTrZxDFMck
https://forms.office.com/e/enS3HKekNY
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=u6iNXWcfMmY
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=u6iNXWcfMmY
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/results.page?familychannel=8-10
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/results.page?familychannel=8-10
http://www.readingfis.org/childcare
https://www.facebook.com/readingfis
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/under-5/childrens-centres/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Training-Programme-Autumn-2025-Childminder.pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Training-Programme-Autumn-2025-WAC.pdf


• PVIs, Schools and Maintained Nursery Schools 

New courses added to Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training  

Two new courses are now live via Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training please 
remember this training is free for Reading settings and providers for a limited time: 

• An inclusive approach to curriculum and assessment  

• Supporting communication development for early years children with SEND 
 
Find out more - Dingley’s Promise Comic Relief Early Years Inclusion Training  
 

Compliments/Celebrations 

Celebrations at Playday 

Sam would like to congratulate Sam, Chloe & Clare, who are all celebrating an 
incredible five years’ service with Playday! 

Your contributions 

Is there something you are particularly proud of that has been achieved by staff or 
the children in your setting? Do you have a team member that is celebrating long 
service or achieved a new qualification that deserves a shout out? Please share 
these with us so that we can share your news with the sector!! Email: 
earlyyears@reading.gov.uk.  
Previous updates can be found on our website. 
 
Kind regards 
  
Early Years, Childcare and SEND Team | Directorate of Children’s Services  
 
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Bridge Street 
Reading 
RG1 2LU 
 
earlyyears@reading.gov.uk 
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn 
 

 

 

 

https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Training-Programme-Autumn-2025-PVIs.pdf
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/comic-relief/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-services/
mailto:earlyyears@reading.gov.uk
http://www.reading.gov.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/readingcouncil
http://www.twitter.com/readingcouncil
https://www.youtube.com/c/ReadingCouncilNews
http://www.instagram.com/readingcouncil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/reading-borough-council

