
Early Years, SEND and Childcare Briefing 
26 September 

Dear Provider,   
This briefing has details of the Best Start in Life online workshops, our Early Years SENCO Network 
celebration and Ofsted Big Conversation. 
  
Safeguarding 

A focus on child neglect 
Responding to neglect in the Early Years | Famly 
Early years neglect: systematic review - RCPCH Child Protection Portal 
Early Years child neglect - Search 
BWSCP Professional Curiosity Workshop: online session on 24 November, 10am-12 noon, providing 
a basic introduction to professional curiosity, designed to enhance your professional skills and 
nurture a curious mindset in your day-to-day practice. This workshop will explore how to develop 
and apply curiosity within your role, helping you to ask the right questions, challenge assumptions, 
and make more informed judgments. 
Spaces are currently limited, register early to secure your place. Click here to register via Eventbrite. 
 
BFfC training and network offer: 

•        Universal Safeguarding Children – FREE 
14 October, 1.30-4.30pm or 6.30-9.30pm (Civic Offices). Book via email or the SLA. 

•        Designated Safeguarding Lead, New to the role - £33pp 
20 October, 9.30am-3.30pm (Civic Offices). Book via email. 

  
Leadership 

Ofsted Big Conversation (OBC) 
The next Ofsted Big Conversation (OBC) will be held online from 10am-12 noon on 17 October 2025. 
Register you place at the event here. The OBC will provide an opportunity for providers to hear 
directly from Ofsted colleagues about the revised inspection framework.  

Best Start in Life 
The Local Government Association is undertaking research on the Best Start in Life and has 
commissioned Interface Enterprises to explore how councils and partners are working 
collaboratively together to achieve the national target of 75% of children reaching a Good Level of 
Development (GLD) by age 5. 
In particular, the research will focus on understanding effective collaborative approaches to tackle 
inequality of outcomes, priority areas for focus and generating ideas and approaches that can be 
scaled to meet national ambitions. 
In October, Interface Enterprises will be conducting online workshops to explore solutions and issues 
relating to achieving GLD. Workshops will be targeted at specific roles including managers and 
practitioners working with 0-5s in childcare settings/early education settings, libraries and family 
hubs. 
This is a great opportunity to shape emerging policy and inform local practice if you can contribute. 
Places are limited - for more information and booking of your one hour workshop, please follow this 
link https://www.interfaceenterprises.co.uk/consultancy/best-start/. 

School-Based Nursery: Phase 2 
The Government has launched the next phase of the school-based nursery programme (phase 2), 
which will be a school bidding round, focused on delivering places in the 2026-27 academic year. All 
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information regarding applications, guidance and details on how funding is awarded can be found on 
the gov.uk website, with useful links below.  
Establishing school-based nursery provision  
School-based Nursery Capital Grant 2025 to 2026  
School-based Nursery Capital Grant 2025 to 2026: information for applicants 

  
EYFS and Beyond 
  
Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Assessment 
The EYFS foundation stage profile handbook was updated this month, read in full here: 
Early years foundation stage profile handbook - GOV.UK 

Woodworking Survey 
Early years settings that offer woodwork provision for children are being invited to take part in a 
survey to determine its educational value. The survey forms part of a seven-year international 
research study into the benefits of offering woodwork provision to young children. The Big Bang 
Research Project involves over 30 countries, gathering data from, and analysing case studies in 
woodwork in early childhood education settings. It is thought to be the first study into woodwork 
provision in early years. The survey is open until 31 December. The findings will be used to inform 
the research paper. Pete Moorhouse of The Big Bang Research Project at Bristol University, said, "If 
you make woodwork available to your children (three-to-eight-year-olds), please complete the 
research survey. It takes around 20 mins and the data gathered will be invaluable in further 
promoting woodwork to wider audience enabling more children to experience the wonder of 
working with wood." 

Early Years SENCO Network Celebration 2025 
Please join us in celebrating our newly qualified Level 3 SENCO’s and our most recent settings 
that have achieved the Level 1 Inclusion award. This will be held in the Council Chamber, Civic 
Offices, 2.30-4.30pm on 5 November. We would love to see your managers join you in 
celebrating your achievement. Please confirm attendance by emailing 
early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org so we can plan for numbers. We look forward to 
celebrating with you. 
  
 BFfC training and network offer: 

•         New! Introduction to Intensive Interaction Workshops – FREE 
-          Workshop 1: 6 October, 3.30-5pm (Teams) 
-          Workshop 2: 20 October, 3.30-5pm (Teams) 
Both workshops must be attended. Book via email or the SLA. 

•         Monthly Group Discussions – FREE 
-          Ofsted Toolkits – 30 September, 1-2pm 
-          Inclusion – 7 October, 10.30-11.30pm 
-          Supporting childrens development through mealtimes – 12 November, 10-11am 

Reserve your place by completing the booking form (held on Teams). 
•       Please note the EY SENCO network on 7 October 2025 at the Civic has been cancelled for the 

EY SEND Celebration event taking place on the 5 November 2025. 
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Specialist Advisory Support 

New Early Years SEND Advisors 
We are pleased to announce our new EY SEND advisors will be Suraksha (Sue) Sawant, joining us in 
October half term, and Joanna (Jo) Binks who will be joining us after Christmas. We look forward to 
completing visits with them and introducing them to you all. 

 
SEND Advisory Support 
SEND Contact Days: First four Tuesdays of the month 
  
Please use this form to request an EY SEND advisory Surgery for support not yet allocated to an Early 
Years SEND Advisor: https://forms.office.com/e/BTrZxDFMck 
 
This will be reviewed weekly and allocated to the relevant EY SEND and/or Senior SEND Advisor. 

Early Years and Childcare Advisory Support 
Childminders, daycare, sessional and wraparound and holiday providers are invited to request 
time with a member of the Early Years and Childcare team for advisory support between agreed 
partnership visits. 
  
Local News 

Brighter Futures for Children – transition back to Reading Borough Council 
In January 2025, the decision was made to bring Brighter Futures for Children back into the Council 
and staff and services will move across on 1 October 2025. We are currently working on the 
transition to make it as smooth as possible. 
  
Our vision is – and always will be – to unlock resources to help every child and young person to have 
a happy, healthy and successful life. We believe that we are most likely to succeed if our staff, 
children and young people we work with are involved and engaged in everything we do. 
  
PLEASE NOTE: Externally, to the residents of Reading and beyond, we will still be known as Brighter 
Futures for Children and our branding and the people you may be working with will remain the 
same. What will change is their emails – to reading.gov.uk – but both emails will work for the 
foreseeable future and all links on the website will be updated in due course. 

Children’s Centres activities timetables 
Reading Children’s Centres welcome all families and provide a wide range of services to give children 
the best start in life. The timetables of activities taking place over the summer is now available and 
can be shared with your families. 
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Training 

Under 5’s and Childcare Training Offer Autumn term 2025 
The CPD training offer from the Early Years, SEND and Childcare team for the autumn term is now 
available on our website: 

• Childminders 
• Wraparound Childcare 
• PVIs, Schools and Maintained Nursery Schools 

  
Dingley’s Promise Comic Relief Early Years Inclusion Training is time limited free early years inclusion 
training that is funded by the Comic Relief Changemakers programme and aims to embed inclusive 
practice. 
  
DfE Early Years Child Development Training is free online training that provides an overview of child 
development and offers practical advice for supporting children in your setting, including reception 
years. 

Wraparound & Holiday Childcare Online Inclusion Training 
We are delighted to be working in partnership with Families First to offer all Reading Wraparound 
and Holiday Childcare providers access to free online training which supports inclusion. This is an 
interactive online course that looks at the meaning of inclusion and how it feels to be excluded. The 
training will unpack some of the legislation, explore a variety of needs, myth busting some common 
misunderstandings, as well as providing practical ideas and resources for making changes across 
your whole setting for all children. To access the training, please click here or view the flyer. 
  
Compliments/Celebrations 

Celebrations at Playday 
Sam at Playday would like to congratulate Sophie Goodall, who has passed her Level 5 with 
distinction. Sophie has worked incredibly hard over the last two years to complete her Level 5. We 
are incredibly proud of Sophie. 
 
We also celebrate recruiting our first male practitioner Antony, who comes to us from elderly care.  

Your contributions 
Is there something you are particularly proud of that has been achieved by staff or the children in 
your setting? Do you have a team member that is celebrating long service or achieved a new 
qualification that deserves a shout out? Please share these with us so that we can share your news 
with the sector! Email: early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org. 
 
Previous updates can be found on our website. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Early Years, SEND and Childcare Team 
  
Brighter Futures for Children 
Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU 
T 0118 937 4730 (74730) 
  
Email: early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org  
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Web: www.brighterfuturesforchildren.org 
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