Early Years, SEND and Childcare Briefing
21 August

Dear Provider,

This briefing has details of a networking offer from Playday and Fennies, a health visiting survey, the
new process for the monthly Multi Agency Early Years SEND Professional Panel and a childminder
specific training offer.

Safeguarding

Changes to legislation

A reminder to review your policies in light of updated legislation
KCSIE 2025 (final version) will be published when it comes into force on 1 September. You
can read the draft guidance here.
Working together to safeguard children has some recent updates.
The Early Years Foundation Stage safeguarding and welfare requirement updates are
effective from 1 September 2025.

BFfC training and network offer:
Designated Safeguarding Leads & Officer Network
10 September, 6.30-8.30pm (Civic Offices). Book via email or the SLA
DASH & MARAC Training — Level 2 (Childminder session)
15 September, 6-9pm (Teams). Book on by emailing CSP@reading.gov.uk
Domestic Abuse Awareness Training — Level 1
25 September, 9.30am-12.30pm (Teams). Book on via the application form
DASH & MARAC Training — Level 2
24 September, 1.30-4.30pm (Civic Offices). Book on via the application form

Leadership

Health Visiting & School Nursing Recommissioning Survey

Please see below a survey asking all stakeholders to complete regarding their current experiences of
the health visiting services and school nursing services. They are in the process of recommissioning
this service & require feedback on current services so that they can ensure any future services
planned meet the needs.

Please can | ask you all to complete this survey. There will be a parent/carer survey following that we
will ask you to share.

Therefore, please click here to complete the Health Visiting and School Nursing Stakeholder Survey
2025 by 21 September 2025.

Working Parent Entitlement/30-hour code validations
From September 2025, the Working Parent Entitlement is increasing from 15 to 30 hours per week
for eligible children aged 9 months to 2 years old.

As set out in the early education and childcare statutory guidance, we’d like to remind you to ensure
that all WPE/30-hour codes are validated ahead of children taking up a place in the autumn term.
New and reconfirmed codes must be valid on 31 August to take up a place from 1 September.

Parents are expected to reconfirm their eligibility with HMRC every three months. If parents do not
reconfirm their eligibility, then the funding will cease when the child reaches the end date of their
grace period.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/686b94eefe1a249e937cbd2d/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2025.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
mailto:early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
mailto:CSP@reading.gov.uk
https://myaccount.reading.gov.uk/resident2/s/external-and-non-permanent-rbc-employees
https://myaccount.reading.gov.uk/resident2/s/external-and-non-permanent-rbc-employees
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/public-health-nursing-partners
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/public-health-nursing-partners
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-effective-from-1-april-2025

WPE/30-hour codes can be checked on the Provider Portal using the existing eligibility checker.

Monthly Multi Agency Early Years SEND Professional Panel

A new process has been created to support under fives with SEND. This will be a monthly multi
agency panel of early years professionals from education and health to discuss individual children’s
cases ensuring that appropriate services/provision is in place.

It is also a process whereby professionals can notify the Local Authority of a child who is likely to
need a high level of SEND provision in school and/or is a risk of missing education in school. The
panel will provide oversight to early years professionals on next steps including whether to proceed
with an Education Health Care Needs Assessment request with the current evidence available as to
support a more streamlined process into school & inform SEND teams of the child’s needs.

Please see attached the referral form to be used into the panel. It is a summary form, and then
professionals can upload existing information/reports you have available:

Reasons why you may refer:
e You are unsure on what support the child/family may need and would like advice/guidance
e You are notifying the LA that the child is likely to need specialist provision/high level of
support at school

Dates:
e The panel will meet monthly on the third Tuesday of each month
e Submission deadline dates for paperwork are the second Tuesday of each month

Early Years SEND Transformation Webinars — Additional Dates Added

We are running webinars to update you all on changes in relation to early years SEND. This includes
changes to specialist placement processes; a new Monthly Multi Agency Professionals Panel that you
can refer in to and expansion of the EY SEND team. Please book onto an upcoming webinar to find
out more:

11 September, 3.30-4.30pm

15 September 3.30-4.30pm

25 September 11.30am-12.15pm

To book a place on any of the webinars please complete the request form

BFfC training and network offer:
Early Years SEND Inclusion Funding Changes Webinar
9 September, 3.30-4.30pm (Teams). Book on via the request form
Designated Safeguarding Leads & Officer Network
10 September, 6.30-8.30pm (Teams). Book via email or the SLA
Early Years SEND Transformation Webinar
11 & 15 September, 3.30-4.30pm
25 September, 11.30am-12.15pm (Teams). Book on via the request form
Holiday and Wraparound Childcare Providers Network
25 September, 12.30-2pm or 7-8.30pm (Teams). Book via email or the SLA


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUMVRUMlpFSjBaVUVIOEEwRkw4VFdaRFg1Ri4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUMVRUMlpFSjBaVUVIOEEwRkw4VFdaRFg1Ri4u
mailto:early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pkVqe05HwEKbz_JYXZ8bMLelu8W6sO9OvHk_73Y5WhZUMVRUMlpFSjBaVUVIOEEwRkw4VFdaRFg1Ri4u
mailto:early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/

EYFS and Beyond

Outside Inspiration

Consider practice that links the settings nutrition policy with ECO sustainability by growing food in
recycled containers. Help children to develop knowledge of healthy eating, including where and how
their food grows.

A few suggestions for speedy crops which can be ready for harvest in one term, three to 13 weeks
(up to three months) after sowing or planting:

beetroot, carrots, cucumber, French beans, lettuce, marrows and courgettes, peas (spring term),
potatoes (first early), radish, spinach and turnip. School gardening resources / RHS

Further outside Inspiration:

50 things to do before you're 11% | Kids | National Trust

Get children outdoors to play and learn, on Qutdoor Classroom Day and all year round!
Earth Day Schools - Earth Day

Things to do - National Children's Gardening Week

Art and Photography - Insect Week

Outdoor learning ideas | Learning through Landscapes

Outdoor Learning Resources For Schools - Woodland Trust

BFfC training and network offer:
A Holistic Approach to the EYFS
23 September 6.30-9pm (Civic Offices). Book via email or the SLA.
Monthly Group Discussions
Ofsted Toolkits — 30 September, 1-2pm
Inclusion — 7 October, 10.30-11.30pm
Supporting childrens development through mealtimes — 12 November, 10-11am
Reserve your place by completing the booking form

Centre for Early Childhood

The Centre for Early Childhood has designed short films to be used by people who work with babies,
children and families to support conversations about social and emotional development. Check them
out here — The Centre for Early Childhood Explainer Series - YouTube

BFfC training and network offer:
Therapeutic Thinking — Early Years Module with Philippa Garn
11 September, 6.30-8.30pm (Teams). Book via email or the SLA.

Specialist Advisory Support

SEND Advisory Updates

SEND Contact Days: First four Tuesdays of the month

Angela Smith and Samantha Smith (our Senior SEND Advisors) will be contacting you to arrange a
SEND reflection visit in autumn, and this will be an opportunity to introduce our new SEND advisors
and begin handovers where appropriate to the new EY SEND advisors.

We have a new email address that you can use to contact the EY SEND team for any general SEND
gueries that does not require your specific advisor to respond:

EarlyyearsSEND @brighterfuturesforchildren.org



https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/resources
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/50-things
https://outdoorclassroomday.com/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-schools/
https://www.childrensgardeningweek.co.uk/fun-things-to-do/
https://www.insectweek.org/art-and-photography/
https://ltl.org.uk/free-resources/#%3A~%3Atext%3DBrowse%20and%20download%20our%20free%20outdoor%20lesson%20ideas%2Ccurriculum-led%20outdoor%20learning%2C%20Forest%20Kindergarten%2C%20and%20Forest%20School
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/resources/
mailto:early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/VZSNFCn8Dt
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtZT0xmZMt3WUbbE8uYOkfn2IvhWCZhXW
mailto:early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.readingeducationservices.co.uk/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-with-send/
mailto:EarlyyearsSEND@brighterfuturesforchildren.org

Early Years and Childcare Advisory Support

Childminders, daycare, sessional and wraparound and holiday providers are invited to request
time with a member of the Early Years and Childcare team for advisory support between agreed
partnership visits.

Local News

Children’s Centres — Summer activities timetables

Reading Children’s Centres welcome all families and provide a wide range of services to give children
the best start in life. The timetables of activities taking place over the summer is now available and
can be shared with your families.

Paediatric First Aid Training — offer from Honeybee Day Nursery

Honeybee Day Nursery is hosting Paediatric First Aid Training for its staff team on Thursday 4
September, 9am - 4pm and currently have six spaces available for other providers/practitioners to
join them, at a cost of £60 per person. The training provider is Fast Response. This will be a blended
learning session, with six hours on-line learning to be completed prior to the face-to-face session at
the Honeybee Nursery site. Please contact Rima at daycare@honeybp.com by 26 August to book.

Invitation from Playday & Fennies Nurseries — Early Years Coming Together session (see
attached flyer)

Fennies Reading Nursery and Playday Nursery have come together to invite you to a special evening
of networking, sharing ideas, and discussing the latest updates in the early years sector on Thursday
25 September 2025, 5.30-7pm Fennies Nursery Reading, Rose Kiln Lane RG2 OHP.

Aimed at nursery managers and deputies, this is a fantastic opportunity to connect with fellow
nursery managers and deputies, share knowledge and explore fresh perspectives, and help build a
new, refreshing local managers' network. Food and refreshments will be provided. Come for the
conversation, stay for the community! We would like to do these quarterly, visiting a different
setting each time. RSVP to info@playdaycaversham.co.uk by Friday 19 September if you’d like to
attend.

Under 5’s Training Offer 2025-2026
The CPD training offer from the Early Years, SEND and Childcare team for 2025/2026 is available on
our website.

Dingley’s Promise Comic Relief Early Years Inclusion Training is time limited free early years inclusion
training that is funded by the Comic Relief Changemakers programme and aims to embed inclusive
practice.

DfE Early Years Child Development Training is free online training that provides an overview of child
development and offers practical advice for supporting children in your setting, including reception
years.

Compliments/Celebrations

Sure Start Whitley Nursery supporting families this summer

Sure Start Whitley Nursery Managers, Megan Jones and Kelly Goswell, have been supporting families
with food over the summer holidays. Throughout the summer, the nursery families have had
continuous access to the nursery pantry, and families in need have been able to request a larger
food parcel which has been packed and delivered to families discreetly. The parcels contained a



https://forms.office.com/e/enS3HKekNY
https://forms.office.com/e/enS3HKekNY
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/under-5/childrens-centres/
mailto:daycare@honeybp.com
mailto:info@playdaycaversham.co.uk
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/professionals/under-5s-services/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/comic-relief/
https://child-development-training.education.gov.uk/

variety of fresh fruit and vegetables, tinned goods, pasta, cereals and personal hygiene products.
The team say they feel extremely lucky to have such good relationships with the families and that
they are comfortable to go to them when they need support.

Playday Nursery

Sam Norris, Manager, would like to congratulate Chloe Baldock who has been with Playday for five
years and has recently become third in charge. Chloe is an outstanding member of staff and leads
with great professionalism and enthusiasm for the children’s learning.

Also, congratulations to Jade Wheeler who has achieved her level three with distinction. Jade has
worked so hard and is a credit to her team.

Do you know someone who deserves an Honour?
As the King's birthday 2026 honours round approaches, lets raise the profile of the early years and
childcare sector and nominate colleagues who have made a difference.

The honours system recognises people who have:
e Made achievements in public life
e Committed themselves to serving and helping Britain
¢ And more specifically, through their hard work, are helping to raise standards in our sector

There are different levels of award:

e Knight or Dame: For a major contribution at national level which is inspirational and
significant, requiring commitment over a long period of time.

e Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE): For having a prominent but lesser role
at national level, or a leading role at regional level.

e Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE): For having a major local role in any activity,
including people whose work has made them known nationally in their chosen area.

e Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE): For an outstanding achievement or
service to the community which has a long-term, significant impact and stands out as an
example to others.

e British Empire Medal (BEM): For a ‘hands-on’ service to the local community. This could be a
long-term charitable or voluntary activity, that has made a significant difference.



Please complete the attached form and send to jane.flaherty@education.gov.uk. The deadline for
nominations is Sunday 21 September.

Your contributions

Is there something you are particularly proud of that has been achieved by staff or the children in
your setting? Do you have a team member that is celebrating long service or achieved a new
gualification that deserves a shout out? Please share these with us so that we can share your news
with the sector!! Email: early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org.

Previous updates can be found on our website.
Kind regards
Early Years Team

Brighter Futures for Children
Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading RG1 2LU

Email: early.years@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
Web: www.brighterfuturesforchildren.org

Fostering
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